Dorsal root repair by means of an autologous nerve graft: experimental study in the rat.
Rat dorsal root regeneration was studied after 6th and 7th cervical root surgical removal and replacement with an autologous graft of peripheral nerve harvested from the surval nerve from dorsal root ganglion to dorsal horn. Histological studies showed axonal regeneration within the grafts. When the distal end of the graft was placed inside the posterior horn of the spinal cord by use of a myelotomy, axonal sprouts (revealed by the transganglionic staining method of horseradish peroxidase or HSP) reached the neurones of the posterior horn in a limited fashion.